
 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meetings 

 Wednesday, September 25, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Finance & Administration Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Finance & Administration Committee was held on 
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, 
Council member Eric L. Powell being in the chair and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chair Eric L. Powell, Jeffrey L. Thomas, President Bryan L. Rittle, and Manager 
Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was Vice President Michael D. Behm 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:34 p.m. 

Bryan L. Rittle moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the minutes of the committee meeting 
held on August 28, 2019.  Motion carried. 

The committee discussed “outside agencies” that are related to the Borough, or that receive annual 
funding from the Borough, and what their annual obligations should be to Borough Council.  This 
included organizations such as the fire companies, EMS services, the Humane Society, the Myerstown 
Activity Network, the Water Authority, the Isaac Meier Homestead Committee, the Fire Police, and 
others.  The committee was in agreement that each agency should be required to provide an annual 
report with three items: 1) annual service levels, 2) a list of current officers, and 3) an annual financial 
report.  The Manager noted that this is common in other municipalities, and some reports are required 
by the Borough Code.  Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to authorize the Manager 
to request annual reports from outside agencies starting next year that include annual service levels, a 
list of current officers, and an annual financial report.  Motion carried. 

Manager McKenna presented a proposal from Northwest Bank in Myerstown to provide checking 
account services for the Borough.  The Manager explained that the current financial institution being 
used by the Borough, Fulton Bank, has recently raised their fees and added fees for cash deposits, 
which will make it very expensive for the checking account for the community pool fund as cash 
deposits are made daily.  Bryan L. Rittle expressed concern that the wire transfers made from the 
Water Authority for sewer billing currently have no fees, because the Water Authority also uses Fulton 
Bank.  Moving to Northwest may add a fee to those transfers.  The committee asked the Manager to 
look into the issue further, to see if an “apples-to-apples” cost comparison could be made. 

The committee discussed the insurance proposals from Zinn Insurance and McGowan Insurance.  
Manager McKenna asked Greg Zinn of Zinn Insurance to prepare a memo summarizing their 
insurance plan as compared with McGowan’s plan, and the pros and cons of each.  Since Zinn 
Insurance is local, and has been a trusted advisor to the Borough for many years, the Manager and 
Council felt it was prudent to have both proposals reviewed by them.  Manager McKenna presented a 
memo from Greg Zinn comparing the insurance plans.  Greg Zinn worked with Selective, the Borough’s 
current insurer, to lower their premiums to a level closer to McGowan’s proposal.  The committee 
recognized that the McGowan proposal was competitive, but expressed concern about switching to a 
new carrier that they are not familiar with, and is not used much in the area.  Bryan L. Rittle moved 
and Eric L. Powell seconded to recommend that full Council approve the insurance proposal from Zinn 
Insurance for the period of October 1, 2019 to October 1, 2020.  Motion carried. 
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The Committee discussed a rebate voucher that was awarded to the Borough to receive $10,000 for the 
installation of a level 2 electric vehicle charger.  Manager McKenna presented the committee with 
information about the program, and the total costs that would be incurred by the Borough if they 
installed it at the Community Center.  The $10,000 rebate would cover the cost of the charger and 
installation.  The Borough would have to incur the cost of getting electricity to the site.  Bryan L. Rittle 
offered that the best location for an electric vehicle charger would be in the Borough’s public parking 
lot at 6 East Main Avenue, because of the businesses in the vicinity and the new restaurant going in 
next door.  He explained that not only would patrons of the shop have a charger for electric vehicles, 
but it would also attract people to downtown and they could walk around and shop while their 
vehicles charged.  Manager McKenna explained that the driver pays the electric costs, and the Borough 
can charge a fee for use of the charger.  It is not a large revenue generator, but it helps offset the costs.  
Eric L. Powell expressed that he was concerned with the idea at first, but after the discussion, and 
seeing the potential benefit to the downtown businesses and the Borough in general, he was in favor of 
accepting the rebate.  Manager McKenna stated that the company installing the charger is the same 
company that installs the chargers in Hershey and most of the chargers in Lancaster County.  Bryan L. 
Rittle recommended that the Borough get a quote for bringing electric to the public lot at 6 East Main 
Avenue, and if it is not more expensive than the current quote to install it at the Community Center, 
that the committee should recommend that full Council approve the project.  Bryan L. Rittle moved 
and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to recommend that full Council approve to accept the rebate voucher 
under the Driving PA Forward – Level 2 EV Charging Rebate Program to install a Level 2 Electric 
Vehicle Charging Station at the Borough Parking Lot at 6 East Main Avenue, pending receipt of a quote 
that is not more expensive than the presented quote for installing electricity at the Community 
Center.  Motion Carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Public Safety & Planning Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Safety and Planning Committee was held on 
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Room 3 at the Myerstown Community Center.  
Council President Pro Tem Park W. Haverstick, II being in the Chair and the Secretary being present.  

Present were:  Committee Chair Park W. Haverstick, II, Committee Member Ronald L. Ream, Mayor 
Gloria R. Ebling, Code Enforcement Officer John Neely, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and 
Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker.   
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The Chair opened the meeting at 6:33 p.m.  

There were no visitor-guest(s) present.  

Ronald L. Ream moved, and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to dispense with the reading of and 
approve the minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on August 28, 2019. Motion carried.   

Park W. Haverstick, II opened the floor for public comments. There were no comments. 

Presentations: 

Code Enforcement Officer John Neely provided his monthly report to the committee with an update 
on property issues and violations.  Each property in the report was reviewed.  

Dana Reich entered the meeting at 6:36 p.m.  

Fencing regulations were discussed. Overgrown properties and tree branches were discussed. Code 
Enforcement Officer John Neely stated violation letters have been sent to several property owners and 
he is just waiting for compliance.    

Vacant properties were discussed. The Water Authority billing clerk has provided addresses that are on 
file for the owners, but the Code Enforcement Officer stated he has not been able to locate some of 
them to file charges against them. These properties have been discussed with the Borough Solicitor to 
see what our options are.  

The property at 511 S. Cherry Street was discussed. A violation letter has been sent. The property owner 
Mike Davis has spoken to the Code Enforcement Officer. He has made a minimal amount of the 
cleanup needed to the yard. The Code Enforcement Officer stated he has never taken someone to the 
District Magistrate for a grass violation and wanted to know how the committee would like him to 
proceed.  The Code Enforcement Officer stated the Judge has no enforcement authority to make him 
correct the violations. All he is doing is to decide if he is guilty or not and impose fines. The next step 
after judgement if there is no compliance is to place a lien on the property. The Code Enforcement 
Officer will contact the Magistrate office to ask some questions. The Committee asked the Code 
Enforcement Officer to continue to work with Mr. Davis to try to gain compliance. They would like him 
to hold off on filing citations and send another violation letter to Mr. Davis. If in the spring the 
property is out of compliance than the Council may need to file with the District Justice.  

Old Business:  

There was no old business. 

New Business:   

The Open Burning Ordinance was discussed. There was a fire at the Kohl Brothers property on 
Railroad Street. The fire was started by a neighbor with an open fire pit burning in their yard that was 
ignited with gasoline. Park W. Haverstick, II reviewed sections of the ordinance. The borough can 
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appoint a person who would have the power of enforcement under the ordinance. Keystone Fire Chief 
Jake Bellman was present at the last meeting and stated the fire company may be interested in being 
the appointed party. Park W. Haverstick, II stated he would be in favor of no burning allowed. Dana 
Reich stated she may be in favor of no open pits, that it must be in a confined burning vessel. Those 
who do it responsibly should not be punished for those who are not. The Code Enforcement Officer 
stated the Ordinance leaves a lot of interpretation and may need to be re-written for clarification. 
Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig stated maybe other municipalities burning ordinances can be 
researched before any amendments are recommended and passed, also maybe the fire companies 
should review any proposed revisions. Ronald Ream stated everyone needs to keep their eyes open and 
report it so the Code Enforcement Officer is able to talk to the person. Ronald Ream stated he is not 
sure he is in favor of a total ban on fire pits. Dana Reich stated if someone had reported there was 
irresponsible burning going on, it could have been stopped. Ronald Ream stated a look at an 
amendment to the Ordinance would be a good place to start.  

The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing 
none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Dana Reich moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

       
 Lisa A. Brubaker   
 Deputy Secretary 

 

Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Parks, Recreation, and Communications Committee was 
held on Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 7:30 PM in the Council Board Room at the Myerstown 
Community Center. 
 
Present were: Committee Chair Jeffrey L. Thomas, Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Committee 
Members Park W. Haverstick, II, and Dana Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Borough Manager Michael R. 
McKenna, and Borough Communications Officer Steffan D. K. Bomberger. 
 
The Chair passed the gavel to Park W. Haverstick, II who opened the meeting at 7:41 p.m.  
 
There were no visitor-guest(s) present. 
 
Dana Reich motioned, and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to dispense with the reading of and 
approve the minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on August 28, 2019. Motion carried.   
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Presentations: 
 
Borough Communications Officer Steffan D. K. Bomberger presented a new Monthly Development & 
Communications Report which covered the Borough’s ongoing Public Relations and Marketing efforts 
through social media and web presence, the activities of the Myerstown Vitality Partnership, and 
departmental interactions with the Myerstown Borough business community. 
 
Borough Manager Michael R. McKenna presented a proposed contract of service from KRE Security 
Solutions to provide two (2) security officers for the upcoming 2nd Annual Myerstown Block Party.  
 
Bryan L. Rittle made a motion to accept the contract from KRE Security Solutions, Park W. Haverstick, 
II seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Jeffrey L. Thomas made a discussion point regarding the uniformity of times and dates for trash 
collection within the Borough’s boundaries. After consulting with the primary waste haulers utilized 
by residents, he believes that a reduction of more than 5 hours per week could be made if an ordinance 
could be put in place to have specific pick-up dates and times. He also noted that if those hours 
restricted the use of alleys, it would cut down on the wear and tear of the asphalt on side streets. 
 
Bryan L. Rittle made a motion to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Park W. Haverstick, II. The 
meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Steffan D. K. Bomberger 
Acting Committee Secretary 

 
 
Public Works & Utilities Committee 
 
A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Works & Utilities Committee was held on 
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 3 of the Myerstown Community Center, 
Councilmember Ronald L. Ream being in the Chair and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chairman Ronald L. Ream, Committee Member Eric L. Powell, Public Works 
Supervisor David C. Fake, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker.          

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:33 p.m.  

There were no citizen(s)–visitor(s) in attendance. 



 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meetings 

 Wednesday, September 25, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

Eric L. Powell moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on August 28, 2019. Motion carried.   

Presentation: 

David C. Fake reported they have been doing curb and sidewalk inspections, they removed the batting 
cage at the Legion Field, serviced the Borough Code Official vehicle, the winter covers have been placed 
at the pool, installed a bulletin board at the Borough building, laid out North Railroad for the curbs, 
placed survey pins, did a test dig at the feed pipe at the pond, removed two (2) trees in the park, 
assisted the Wastewater Department with the back hoe for manhole replacement, winterized the pool 
shower rooms, replaced bleacher boards at the Legion Field, added stone to South Goodwill Street, 
painted cross walks, met with Ronald Ream regarding the Block Party, and met with the Assistant 
Manager for the bridge inspection.  

Barry A. Ludwig reported the new truck has been received, the accessories and decals have been placed 
on the truck, he is dealing with flooding and insurance issues, Route 501 bridge replacement and sewer 
main relocation project is in the design phase, working on the 2020 budget, they are conducting the 
annual industry inspections and site visits, met with Bayer on their TDS issues, accepted sludge from 
the Water Authority, he is preparing for the upcoming sewer advisory meeting on October 21, 2019 at 
6:30 p.m., working with Steve Hansen on the installation of the grease trap for the restaurant, they 
have Mr. Rehab in doing internal sewer repairs and some flushing and televising of lines, the 
renovation project has been started at the Borough building, the annual MS4 report has been prepared 
and submitted, the Water Authority has provided a schedule for their water line replacement on the 
upper end of Railroad Street, and a notice was received that they were not awarded the flood 
mitigation grant from DCED.     

Old Business: 
 
Barry A. Ludwig stated a copy of the minutes from the pre-construction meeting for the Borough 
building renovations was provided for the committee. Right now, the majority of the work is 
demolition. Plumbers, electricians, and general contractors are all working in the building. It is going 
much better than the first phase of renovations.   
 
New Business:  
 
Ronald Ream discussed the owner of Tosco’s went and made his own driveway and curb cut without a 
permit. Barry A. Ludwig stated a PA One Call for design was called in. The Borough Manager and Barry  
 
Ludwig met with engineer for the owner of Tosco’s to discuss what they wanted to do there. He 
provided the engineer with information for the sewer lateral. Ronald Ream stated the owner needs to 
be notified that they need to restore the curb back and if in he future they want to do that it would go 
through the proper channels and they obtain a permit. The cul-de-sac is not designed for a thruway.  
 
Eric L. Powell moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to recommend to full Council to approve to send a 
written notice to the owner of 309 Oak Court to restore the unauthorized curb cut. Motion carried.  
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The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing 
none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Eric L. Powell moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa A. Brubaker 
Deputy Secretary   
                                                                      

 

Full Council Review 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 8:30 p.m. 
in the Council Room of the Myerstown Community Center, President Bryan L. Rittle being in the Chair 
and the Secretary being present. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 8:19 p.m.  

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, President Pro Tem Park W. Haverstick, II, Councilmembers 
Jeffrey L. Thomas, Eric L. Powell, Dana Reich and Ronald L. Ream, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Assistant 
Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna. Absent was Vice-President Michael D. 
Behm. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
held on August 28, 2019.  Motion carried. 

The Chair of the Finance & Administration Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m.   

A discussion was held on the insurance proposals provided by Zinn Insurance and McGowan Insurance.  
Eric L. Powell reported on the costs and benefits of each proposal and that in the end, the Committee 
recommended that Full Council approve the proposal from Zinn Insurance.  Dana Reich moved and 
Park Haverstick, II seconded to approve the insurance proposal from Zinn Insurance for the period of 
October 1, 2019 to October 1, 2020.  Motion carried. 

A discussion was held regarding a Rebate Voucher from the Driving PA Forward – Level 2 EV Charging 
Rebate Program.  Manager McKenna explained that the state received money from a legal settlement 
from Volkswagen and has decided to use that money for a program that helps pay for the installation of 
electric vehicle charging stations.  The Borough has been awarded a rebate voucher in the amount of 
$10,000 to install a charging station.  This would cover almost the entire amount of the installation, 
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which has been quoted at $10,427.  The other cost incurred by the Borough would be to bring electric 
service to the site.  The Committee recommends that the charging station be placed at the Borough off-
street parking lot at 6 East Main Avenue.  A quote was received by C.M. High to provide and install a 
wooden pole and a 200-amp, 120/240-volt, 1 phase service for $2,975.  Bryan L. Rittle offered to do the 
work of getting electric from the pole to the site if the Borough would buy the materials.  Mr. Rittle 
explained that if he ran electric to the site, he would install it in a way that would allow for the addition 
of more charging stations if, in the future, the demand for such a service presents itself.  Eric L. Powell 
moved and Dana Reich seconded to accept a Rebate Voucher from the Driving PA Forward – Level 2 EV 
Charging Rebate Program to install a Level 2 Electric Vehicle Charging Station at the Borough’s off-street 
parking lot at 6 East Main Avenue.  Motion carried.  

The Chair of the Public Safety & Planning Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m.   

A discussion was held about the Borough’s open burning ordinance.  Park W. Haverstick, II explained 
that the current ordinance is vague and does not clearly delineate between what is allowed and what is  
not allowed to be burned within the Borough.  The Committee would like to see this ordinance 
simplified, and to have the enforcement of the ordinance improved.  Jeffrey L. Thomas expressed 
concern about defining who can and cannot burn in the Borough, as there is a property with a brick fire 
pit that would not meet the standards of the current ordinance, but would be much safer than some of 
the current practices from residents who are burning.  Mr. Haverstick confirmed that this was an 
example of where the lack of clarity in the ordinance makes it difficult to enforce open burning rules.  
Manager McKenna recommended that the Committee analyze ordinances from other communities 
that may have found a more effective way to control open burning in their municipality in a way that 
keeps the public safe while allowing for recreational bonfires.  Dana Reich made it clear that residents 
should be allowed to have bonfires, as long as they are safe.  She does not want to see a blanket ban on 
open burning in the Borough, as it wouldn’t be fair for everyone to lose their privilege because of the 
actions of a few irresponsible people.  Bryan L. Rittle stated that the current ordinance does have 
distance regulations.  Manager McKenna stated that the current ordinance states that burning in a 
manufactured chiminea is permitted, but it does not distinctly and clearly say that other forms of 
burning are not permitted.  Jeffrey L. Thomas stated that in his example, the brick fire pit is 
manufactured for the purpose of recreational burning in a safe manner, but is not defined as a chiminea.   
Park W. Haverstick, II expressed concern about putting the burden of enforcement on the fire 
companies.  The ordinance states that Council may appoint someone to enforce the ordinance, and there 
was discussion about having the fire companies appointed.  Mr. Haverstick stated that the fire 
companies already have enough work for their volunteers, and this might be too much of a burden.  The 
Committee will continue to work on this issue. 

The Chair of the Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee gave a report on their meeting held 
at 7:30 p.m.  There was an update on planning for the annual Community Block Party being held on 
September 28, 2019.  Manager McKenna has secured a contract with KRE Security LLC to provide two 
security officers for the event, and the Committee is recommending that Full Council approve the 
contract.  Dana Reich moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve the contract with KRE 
Security, LLC to provide security services for the community block party on September 28, 2019. Motion 
carried. 
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The Chair of the Public Works & Utilities Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 7:30 p.m.  
Ronald L. Ream stated that the Committee is recommending that Full Council approve to send written 
notice to the owner of 309 Oak Court to repair an unauthorized curb cut that was made.  This was done 
without permission, and its location in the cul-de-sac is not appropriate.  Manager McKenna stated that 
§21-205 of the Ordinances states that this Committee must make the recommendation and Council 
must approve to require the reconstruction and repair of the damaged curb, and the Committee has 
made their recommendation.  Park W. Haverstick, II made a comment that it is likely the property owner 
did not know that this action was against Borough Code, because they own the adjacent property where 
they connected to, and probably thought they were allowed to do this.  Other Council members stated 
that it should be clear that destroying a curb without permission is not allowed.  Park W. Haverstick, II 
moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to, on recommendation of the Public Works & Utilities Committee  
 
which oversees Highway matters, approve for the Manager to send written notice to the owner of 309 
Oak Court to repair the unauthorized curb cut made at their property.  Motion carried. 

Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig announced that the annual Sewer Advisory Committee Meeting 
will be held on October 21, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Borough Council Room.  He also announced that 
the Borough’s grant application for flood mitigation assistance was denied by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Economic Development.  Assistant Manager Ludwig gave a brief list of 
highlights from the Wastewater Treatment Department and the Public Works Department. 

Bryan L. Rittle mentioned that Council Member Jeffrey L. Thomas reported that four of the trash 
haulers that operate in the Borough stated they were in favor of moving trash collection to the street 
instead of the alley.  This would require coordination with the Borough and likely a few restrictions, 
such as not operating on Main Avenue because of the large number of dumpsters used by businesses 
and apartment buildings.  Park W. Haverstick, II commented that if Main Avenue is going to be 
revitalized, businesses and visitors are not going to want to see trash out on the curb.  This means the 
alleys on either side will incur a lot of traffic and may require stronger construction in terms of paving, 
as the current state of the alleys cannot adequately bear the load of the heavy garbage trucks.  Jeffrey L. 
Thomas stated that he has been in communication with the trash haulers and they believe they could 
save about 5 hours if we developed a coordinated trash pick-up schedule.  Ronald L. Ream made the 
comment that he can see how this would save a lot of time for the trash haulers, and that it seems like 
a good idea.  Park W. Haverstick, II stated that everyone knows the alleys around town are not in good 
shape.  But the trouble is, when there are funds available to spend on road repaving, it is difficult to 
justify spending them on alleys when the main roads need repair or reconstruction.  Because the trash 
haulers are the main reason for alley deterioration, a coordinated trash hauling schedule that keeps 
their trucks off the majority of the alleys could allow us to spend more resources on repairing the 
alleys, because repairing them in a manner that does not expect heavy loads is much less expensive 
than repairing them for heavy loads.  Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig expressed concern over the 
cost of repaving alleys.  Park W. Haverstick, II made it clear that he knows the cost is high, and that 
this isn’t a problem that can be solved overnight, but it is worth discussing for our future road 
improvement plans. 
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The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  

Dana Reich moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
Borough Manager/Secretary 

 


